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CONGRATULATIONS TO HARMONY IN MOTION!!  

WINNERS OF THE FIRST SPARKPLUG AWARD  
By:  Pat Smith 

Director, Harmon In Motion 

 

Gail Kelsall asked me to write an 

article for the Borderlines about 

how Harmony In Motion was able 

to increase our membership win-

ning the ñSparkplugò award. 

 

First I would say, we did it by 

having a Chapter whose activities 

reflect the interests and desires of 

our membership.  To explain, I 

need to go back to the end of 

2005.  After some challenging 

times, our membership was at 23 

with sometimes only 13 or 14 

showing up for rehearsals. 

 

Our then President asked me to 

take over directing.  After trying the ñold dog learning new tricksò excuseéééI said yes.  We re-organized our Music Committee 

with a few seasoned members and some brave ñnewbiesò filling every slot.  A written poll of our members  was taken, asking them 

to rate chapter activities on a scale of 1-10 in importance to them (local performances, coaching sessions, contest, annual show, an-

nual retreat, socials, a holiday concert, to name a few).  Results were amazing with almost all members in agreement in rating activi-

ties, and necessary changes were made. 

 

Second, I believe the increase in membership was due to our interesting, educational and most of all ñfunò rehearsals.  Our current 

members had to be really excited about the rehearsal experience themselves for them to invite others to join.  And to get those visi-

tors to join, (with so many pulls on their time) we needed to offer something rewarding for them every week.  New members have 

told us that they enjoy the structured rehearsals, learning new skills in vocal production and visual presentation and especially the fun 

and laughter we experience together. 

 

Third, I think is our audition process.  Our main focus is whether or not a prospective member can carry a tune.  And at their audition 

we tell them ñwe will teach you the rest.ò  It has been so rewarding to watch each singer blossom. 

 

Last but certainly not least, our success comes from the atmosphere in our rehearsal room when a prospective walks in the door.  It is 

warm, it is welcoming and the spirit of friendship and camaraderie is in the air! 

 

So from 23 at the beginning of 2006 we are now 37.  We have our next Prospective Member night in October. 

 

 



BARRE-TONES, INC. 

By:  Barbara Ladabouche 

 

We have been very busy preparing for our Annual Show, ñExtra 

Extra Sing All About Itò.  The show will be at the Barre Opera 

House on September 20th. 

 

In addition we performed at Flag Day and the Tunbridge History 

Fair in June and sang back to back 45 minute shows at the 

Waterbury Music in the Park program in July. We sang most of 

our rep since there could be no repetition. Almost the entire  audi-

ence stayed for both shows.  Chorus members passed out book-

marks with information about the Annual Show and the Barre-

Tones during the brief intermission.  We haven't had any new 

members as a result [yet] but we did get a number of orders for 

Show tickets.  Flag Day was a community service performance 

and the other two were paid. 

 

We are working on getting some members to the ABC Day in 

October and preparing for IC&C.  We are very excited to have 

our chorus and both registered quartets competing in Appleton.   

Arrangements to get there have been a challenge.  One flight was 

cancelled but we are now going into Milwaukee and then to Ap-

pleton by motor coach.  We have about 20 seats available if any-

one wants to share the coach.   

 

See you at IC&C! 

HARMONY HERITAGE  

By:  Anne Diggle 

 

We have enjoyed a wonderful summer making the most of the 

sunshine and warm temperatures and working hard learning sev-

eral new songs for our upcoming show.  

 

We had the pleasure of welcoming many guests to join us in sing-

ing the National Anthem at two Pawtucket Red Sox games this 

summer. We had 3 generations from one family singing together 

which was a real thrill for them and the rest of the chorus, too. 

Each game had thousands of fans in the stands and there are few 

opportunities more thrilling than to sing for a crowd like that!  It's 

a wonderful way to attract members and fulfilling to both guests 

and members to express our patriotism at the grass roots level. 

Last year's performance resulted in three new members from 

these events and we are hoping to add a few more this year as 

well. 

  

We are planning a Discover Harmony night in October and we 

will also invite women to join us again this year for our annual 

"Holiday Singers" program . We hope to have a good response to 

both.  

 

Have a great fall season everyone! 

MONTREAL CITY VOICES  

By:  Heather Solomon 

 

Montreal City Voices has been busy singing at various sen-

iorsô residences and local community functions.  We are 

gearing up for our fall season with an open house/guest night 

Sept 17th to hopefully find some more new members.  We 

have a few that have started coming out already so we are 

excited about that.   

 

We are also planning our Christmas show which is going to 

have an ñIsland Cruiseò theme.  That will take place on No-

vember 22. From 2:00pm -4:30 at The Roxboro United 

Church, 116 rue Cartier, Roxboro, QC, H8Y1G8.  It will be 

lots of fun. 

 

We have spent the summer getting individual vocal coaching 

with our director Lindsay Chartier, and Morgan Lacroix. 

That has been wonderful, with all kinds of new tricks and exercises to work on to improve our voices and breath support. 

 

We have had a great summer and are excited to start our fall season and get ready for all our Christmas singouts. 

 

We are sad to not be able to go to IC&C this fall but would like to wish all those that are going a fantastic contest! 

 


